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Schools in Britain and in Russia

Questions:
1) Is school compulsory in Britain? 

2) Do parents pay for the schools?

3) What are the stages of school education in Britain?

4) At what age do pupils start compulsory school? What’s the first stage called? What 2 types of school is it divided into? What subjects do they study?

5) What is comprehensive school like? (pupils’ age, subjects, after school activities)

6) At what age do pupils have their first national examination? What is it like?
7) Do children wear a school uniform?

8) Do they do a lot of sport at school?

9) At what age can boys and girls leave school?

10) What do schoolchildren do when they are 16 years old?

11) What can boys and girls do after GCSE?

12) Can boys and girls get a trade (more practical diplomas)? In what way?

13) What do pupils do to enter university? What exam do they take at the end of the course? How many subjects (results of the exams) are usually required to enter university?

14) In what ways are independent schools different from state schools?

15) What are the most common rules in British schools?

16) Is school in Russia different from school in Britain? In what way?

17) What are the advantages and disadvantages of both systems?

18) What type of school do you go to?

19) What subjects do you study? What are your favourite ones? What do you do at those lessons?

20) What’s the school year like?

21) What’s your school day like?

22) What are the rules and the punishments at/in your school? Do you agree with all of them?

23) How many exams do you take? In what subjects? Do you think that they are necessary?
24) Does your school offer any activities outside the normal time-table (extra activities)? Do you take part in any of them?

25) Are there any special traditions at/in your school? What are they? What do you do on those days?

26) What do you think your job will be? What would you like to do when you finish school?

Useful vocabulary:

nursery school, primary school, secondary school, Comprehensive School, private school, boarding school, state school, College of Further Education, Sixth Form College, university;
improve, to be divided into, attend, prepare for, vary, require, to be limited, provide, take/pass an (special) exam, receive reports, evaluate an grade according to, consist of, depend on, refuse (to do homework), play truancy;
basic concepts (subjects), charge for, compulsory education, course, advanced level, entry to university, preparotary, exclusive school, headmaster (headmistress), punishment, offence, detention, exclusion, expulsion, lines.
Films, videos and books
1. What is your favourite film?

2. What is the genre of this film?

3. Is it full of events? Is it dynamic or monotonous? Is it stuffed with special effects?

4. Does it have a predictable plot?

5. Who has shot this film? When was this film shot? In what country was it?

6. Who played the main part in this film? Is he/she a famous actor/actress? Did you like his/her acting?

7. Does it have a lovely soundtrack?

8. Is this film touching? Why?

9. What are the strengths of this film to your mind?

10. What are the weaknesses of this film to your mind?

11. Is it a successful film? Why?
12. What films do you prefer? Why? Where and with whom do you watch them? 
13. What are the advantages and disadvantages of television?

14. Do you like to watch TV? Why do you watch it? What programmes do members of your family like to watch? What is your favourite programme/channel? Why? 

15. What is your favourite book? What is the genre of this book? Who is the author of this book? Why is it your favourite book? What is this book about?

Useful vocabulary:

director, acting, cast (актерский состав), script (сценарий), set (декорации), to play a part of, main protagonist/character (главный герой, главное действующее лицо), plot (сюжет), soundtrack, special effects, conflict, resolution (развязка), to shoot a film (снимать фильм), a genre, camerawork (операторская работа), scene (эпизод, сцена), suspense (чувство тревоги, беспокойства), to advise, author, novel, fiction, documentaries (документальные фильмы), historical films, adventure films, comedies, love story, horror films(фильмы ужасов), musicals, thrillers, cartoons, action films, entertainment(развлечение), violence (насилие), crime (преступление), commercials (реклама), to broaden one’s mind (расширять кругозор), to educate, to get some useful information/knowledge, to learn about the world, to relax, to have a rest.

+

really fantastic, magnificent (великолепный), astonishing, splendid, superb, dynamic, exciting, impressive, truly gripping (действительно захватывающий), touching (трогательный), moving, fabulous (потрясающий, невероятный), absolutely stunning (сногсшибательный), amazing, spectacular (эффектный, зрелищный, захватывающий), engrossing (увлекательный, захватывающий, всепоглощающий), successful (успешный).

_

dull (скучный), sad (грустный), untalented (бездарный), uneventful (не богатый событиями, однообразный), predictable (предсказуемый), in bad taste, monotonous (монотонный, однообразный, скучный), awful.

Household chores
1. What household chores can you name?

2. How could housework be made more exciting?
3. Who dusts the furniture and sweeps the floor in your family?
4. Who is responsible for laying the table and clearing it in your family?

5. Who is responsible for washing the dishes/ taking out the garbage in your family?

6. Do you have a country house? Do you help to mow the lawn in your garden there?


7. What are your household chores? Are they difficult? 

8. What's your most hated chore? Why?

9. What are your parents' household chores?

10. How are you going to share responsibilities in your future family?

11. What is an ideal situation concerning household chores in the family?

12.  Who shares household duties in your family? Why?

14. Why is it important to have certain responsibilities at home?

 Useful vocabulary:

household chores ,share , iron, sweep the floor , vacuum the carpets,   mop the floor,  lay the table/set the table, clear the table, wash the dishes/do the dishes , dry/wipe the dishes  , clean the sink take out the garbage/rubbish,, fill the dishwasher/ empty the dishwasher , pick up the toys, tidy the room , make one’s bed , dust the furniture , do the laundry, cut the grass, mow the lawn, water the flowers,  weed the garden, fix the roof , repair some devices, buy food/clothes,  overcome laziness 
Wonderful and Amazing Things

1. What amazing things can you see in the world?

2. What are the Nasca lines?

3. When were they made? Why weren’t they discovered for so many years?

4. Why were they drawn so big? How could the Nascans draw  them?

5. Why are Egyptian pyramids amazing? What are they famous for?

6. How were the bodies of the pharaohs turned into mummies?

7. What is the Clay Army?
8. When were the clay models of soldiers made? Why?

9. How many soldiers were there in the emperor’s army? How many models were made?

10.  How were they discovered?

11. What is Stonehenge? What makes these rocks so special?
12.  How were the stones moved? Why? What do you think?

13. What wonderful and amazing thing did you see?

14.  Why is it amazing?

15. When was it built? When was it discovered?

16.  Did anything interesting happen there?

Useful vocabulary:

huge, insects, carve into the surface of the ground,, used to live,  cover 200 square miles, discover,, see clearly, fly across Peru in 1930s, sky gods, possibly, hot air balloons, invent, ancient, to dry and turn into mummies, to cover with a white powder called natron, wrap in bandages, to be visited by thousands of tourists, not to be allowed to go near (touch), circle of rocks, ordinary, local stones, the wheel wasn’t invented, move, a giant calendar or a clock
Theatre

1. What is a theatre? Why do people need it?

2. What do you know about the Globe theatre? Where is it? What is it famous for?

3. Describe your last visit to the theatre. When was it? What did you watch? What did you like or dislike? Did the performace make a deep impression on you?

4. Do you like acting? Why? Have you ever acted in a play/ a performance?

5. Who is your favourite actor or actress? When did you see him/her for the first time? Where does he/she work? What is he/she famous for? Why do you like him/her?

6. Is there a drama club in your scool?

Sport

1. What is your attitude to sport? What role does it play in our life?

Use the following words: different sport activities, to be healthy, to be strong, to stay in shape, to meet new people, to be interested in, to relax, to unite, to improve self-control and coordination, to boost heart/muscles/lungs, to teach to be a part of a team, to spend more time with your friends, to be attractive, to go in for sport for pleasure.

2. What team sports can you name? What is your favourite team sport? What equipment is necessary for it? What is the aim of the game? How is the game played? Do you like to watch it or to play it? Why? Where do you go to watch it/to play it? What kind of place is it? What do the spectators do there? How do you feel after the game?

Use the following words: football, beach volleyball, ice hockey, basketball, rugby, a net, a basket, a racket, sticks, a puck, to kick the ball, to pass the ball to smb., to lose the ball, a match, to score a goal, a referee, a stadium, a gym, a football pitch, to win/to lose, a goalkeeper, a coach, first half/second half, half time, to chant, to support a team, to be calm/aggressive, a dull match, a magnificent match, to be excited, to be tired, to be in high spirits, to be happy, to be disappointed…

3. What are the reasons for going in for sport? What are the reasons for not going in for sport? What is your attitude to the worldwide fitness revolution?

Use the following words: to be healthy, to be strong, to stay in shape, to meet new people, to be interested in, to relax, to unite, to improve self-control and coordination, to boost heart/muscles/lungs, to spend more time with your friends, to be attractive, to go in for sport for pleasure, to have health problems, to be lazy, to be afraid of being injured, to have no free time, to have no money, to hate all sport activities, to be too tired to go anywhere, enormous pressure on people through mass media (TV, magazines, videos in Internet), to help to keep fit/healthy, to unite people.
4. What do you know about the Olympic games? Who founded the modern Olympic games? Where and when were the first modern Olympic games held? What colour are five rings on the Olympic flag? How were they chosen? 

Note. 

Baron de Coubertin was the man who founded the modern Olympic games. The first modern Olympic games were held in Athens in 1896. The five rings that are on the Olympic flag are green, blue, red, yellow and black. The colours were chosen because at least one of these colours is found in the flag of every country.
5. What games are popular in GB? What is national British sport?
football (soccer), rugby, cricket, golf, tennis, horse racing, polo, boxing, badminton, to be similar to, carry(kick) the ball, compete, invent, originate
Newspapers

1. What is the difference between national and local newspapers?

2. Who works for a newspaper?
3. How is a newspaper made?

4. What is there to fit on the pages?

5 How often do you read newspapers? What is your favourite newspaper? Why?

Useful vocabulary:

area, jobs, sports photographer, journalist, editor, designer,, articles, comic strips, advertisements, front page, newsagent’s, to be on sale, interview, choose, check, correct, design, print, deliver
Hobbies
1. What is a hobby?
2. What activity can be chosen as a hobby?
3.  What do we mean by a doing things (making things, collecting things, learning things) hobby?
4. Which of them is your hobby? What are you fond of doing as a hobby? Why?
5. Is a hobby an important part of a man’s life? Why?
6. Is there any difference between being fond of something and being keen on something? What is the difference?
7. Is there anything you are keen on?
8. When and how did you take up your hobby?
9. Would you like to go on doing your hobby or would you rather take up another? Which one?
10.  Does your hobby help you to cope with life difficulties or does it take your time away from some important things?
11.  Do you know any hobbies of the famous people?
12.  Speak about your hobby.
